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arsenals and depots—or our organic base. 
This organic base is what ensures that our 
military is warm and ready to go at a mo-
ment’s notice. 

That is why I am also concerned about pro-
posals that would reduce organic base spe-
cialization in areas like manufacturing. 

Without the ability to specialize in these 
areas, our warfighters could be left flatfooted 
when emergencies happen. For example, the 
Rock Island Arsenal was able to produce up- 
armor kits for the doors of Humvees for our 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan when their ve-
hicles were being attacked with IEDs. The Ar-
senal’s ability to do this work quickly gave in-
dustry the time it needed to create long-term 
fixes for them and provided our troops with the 
tools they needed to most safely and effec-
tively accomplish their missions. 

During this time of fiscal constraint we must 
be careful not to penalize our organic base— 
which provides quality to the warfighter and 
value to the taxpayer. We must preserve and 
strengthen our organic base, not weaken it. 
The workers at the Rock Island Arsenal are a 
great example of how manufacturing skill can 
yield success for our warfighters. 

In addition to serving on the House Armed 
Services Committee, I also serve on the Small 
Business Committee where our focus is solely 
on job creation through helping small busi-
nesses. 

Small businesses have proven that they can 
perform a service or produce goods for the 
government at a lower cost and often at a 
faster pace than their larger counterparts, but 
many challenges remain for businesspeople 
seeking to break through the bureaucracy. 

My colleague on the Small Business Com-
mittee, Representative JUDY CHU, and I intro-
duced H.R. 3985, the Building Better Business 
Partnerships Act in February, which passed 
through the Small Business Committee last 
month, to reform mentor-protégé programs 
that exist to help small businesses win govern-
ment contracts. 

The Building Better Business Partnerships 
Act allows the Small Business Administration 
to oversee civilian mentor-protégé programs to 
streamline the process for each agency and 
ensure the programs are benefitting all small 
businesses. 

This bipartisan language was successfully 
included in the FY 2013 NDAA in Committee 
to help small businesses compete for and win 
more government contracts so they can create 
jobs and get folks back to work. 

This week, the House will debate the De-
fense Authorization bill. Our Constitution re-
quires that we ‘‘provide for the common de-
fense’’ and for fifty years in a row, Congress 
has acted to authorize defense programs. I 
look forward to working on a bipartisan basis 
to deliver a strong, common sense defense bill 
for the United States of America. 

Again, I want to thank Congresswoman 
ROBY for holding this leadership hour. This 
July, the Rock Island Arsenal will celebrate 
150 years of protecting our brave men and 
women. As a member of the House I will con-
tinue to pursue policies that allow our arsenals 
to thrive and grow their workload so that the 
Rock Island Arsenal can celebrate another 
150 years and beyond. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4970, VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2012, AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 4310, NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 

Ms. FOXX (during the Special Order 
of Mr. REED), from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 112–481) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 656) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 4970) to reauthorize the 
Violence Against Women Act of 1994, 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2013 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for fiscal year 2013, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING THE VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROKITA). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank you for the opportunity to take 
this 1 hour. 

We want to spend this hour dis-
cussing a piece of legislation that is ex-
traordinarily important to every 
woman and every man who lives within 
the United States. It’s the Violence 
Against Women Act, which is up for re-
newal, and we’ll be discussing that. But 
before I go into that, we’ve just heard 
an hour of discussion on an extremely 
important matter, which is the issue of 
national defense. 

I do sit on the House Armed Services 
Committee, and I spent about 16 hours 
last week working to move that bill 
out of committee. Every single person 
on that committee and every single 
person in this House and in the Senate 
cares deeply about this Nation’s secu-
rity and providing the necessary sup-
port for the men and women who are 
currently in the military and those 
who have served in the past. There’s no 
doubt about that. 

There is, however, a very important 
debate underway about how we provide 
those services, given the ability of this 
Nation to find the money to pay for it. 
You heard a most remarkable debate 
this last hour—or a discussion this last 
hour, not a debate—but a discussion 
that basically, on the one hand, said, 
we’ve got this terrible deficit problem, 
and we have to deal with it; and on the 
other hand, we have to spend more and 
more money on the military. 

Now recognizing that the war in Af-
ghanistan is drawing down and hope-
fully will very soon be over, we are 
moving away from carrying on two 

major wars to a period in which we will 
not be having men and women overseas 
in these wars. That allows this Nation 
to draw down the military in an appro-
priate and very careful manner. Unfor-
tunately, the bill that moved out of the 
House Armed Services Committee 
didn’t do that. In fact, it moved away 
from the current law, which is one that 
was voted on by all of our Republican 
colleagues, which was the Budget Con-
trol Act that actually said the military 
had to be brought down. And the dis-
cussion you heard here about the Presi-
dent not having a plan, it simply isn’t 
true. The President has put forth a bal-
anced solution to the deficit within the 
confines of the Budget Control Act, a 
balance that has been rejected by the 
Republicans, a balance that calls for 
revenues, ending unnecessary tax 
breaks—for example, for the oil indus-
try. Why should they receive $5 billion 
a year of our tax money on top of the 
tens of billions of dollars in profits 
that they are making in the sale of 
overpriced gasoline and diesel to the 
American public? 

So the President says, take away 
those unnecessary subsidies and bring 
those back into dealing with the nec-
essary things that we must do in this 
Nation. He also said that men and 
women who earn over $1 million a year 
in adjusted gross income ought to be 
paying their fair share. 

There was discussion a moment ago 
about the budget reconciliation bill 
that passed this House. Understand 
that the budget reconciliation bill, as 
proposed by the Republicans, would in-
crease the national deficit by $4 tril-
lion. How does it do it? By giving an 
extraordinary new tax break to those 
at the very top. Those who earn more 
than $1 million a year would see their 
taxes reduced. So at $1 million a year 
in earnings, they would receive an ad-
ditional tax reduction of $394,000. 
That’s neither fair, that’s neither bal-
anced, and that clearly leads to an ad-
ditional $4 trillion. 

Back to the defense. We need a wise 
Defense appropriations bill out of this 
House. Unfortunately, though, what 
did pass was not wise, and it actually 
increased the number of men and 
women in Afghanistan. These are our 
Armed Forces. Under that bill, there 
would be an increase of 20,000 new sol-
diers into Afghanistan. That’s not 
where we want to go. 

Having said enough about that, I just 
thought we ought to put a little bal-
ance on the previous hour of discus-
sion. So let us get on to what we really 
wanted to talk about tonight, which is, 
how do we protect women in America? 

In 1994, a previous Congress passed 
the Violence Against Women Act, and 
that act provided a level of protection 
to every woman in America to be pro-
tected from domestic violence. I have 
with me tonight one of the key archi-
tects of that piece of legislation. She is 
now a Member of Congress. She is from 
the great State of Maryland. Her name 
is DONNA EDWARDS. Back in the nine-
ties, she was the founding director and 
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